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COVID 19 
YORLMC Advice and Guidance: 17 March 2021 

From: Dr Brian McGregor, Medical Secretary/COVID-19 Lead, YORLMC Ltd 
 
Friday is the final deadline for PCNs to decide whether they wish to continue to be involved in the 
Covid vaccination programme. The BMA has updated its Covid vaccination programme advice page, 
and practices will need to sign up for participating in the updated ES, which will include the 
opportunity to take patients booked via the national booking service. Patients are also being invited 
to utilise the online booking service via text now sent automatically.  
 
Almost all the vaccine for the next few months will be AstraZeneca and can be delivered by individual 
practices after delivery to a single PCN site. 
 
Part of the agreement for practices to participate in this next phase of the vaccination programme 
includes an agreement that the new four PCN service specifications will not be introduced until at 
least October. 
 
The JCVI have issued a statement with regards to proposed age groups for this next phase. 
The SOP for vaccine deployment has also been updated to clarify how to identify unpaid carers in 
cohort six, and also how we can improve social care staff vaccination rates in care homes 
particularly. There is also clarity as to what should be considered an allied health professional. 
 
This is a vitally important decision for all PCNs to consider as it will impact on workload an ongoing 
basis for several months. Each PCN will have its own individual circumstances that will influence the 
decision, whatever the outcome everyone should feel immensely proud that the most impressive 
element of combating Covid so far has been the unequivocal success of the vaccination programme 
that has been delivered in the vast majority by general practice demonstrating the benefit of agile 
adaptive providers willing to make things happen. 
 
One of the factors that will influence the decision will be the fact that QOF will officially restart on 1 
April in line with the contract agreement for 21/22. The BMA have issued some guidance in relation 
to QOF and its calculations this year. This has been released at the same time as an NHS E update 
and the official SFE, and guidance with regards to flu vaccine reimbursement for 21/22. 
 
The above issues are the most pressing and urgent for most practices and require attention ASAP. 
Four weeks has become a long time in the management of Covid in the following issues have arisen 
since our last update, and demonstrate the ever-changing landscape. 
 
British sign language resources have been developed to support Covid vaccination centres alongside 
BMA guidance with regards to how to communicate with different groups. 
 
The British fertility Society has rebutted social media claims that the vaccine can impact on fertility. 
 
There’s been guidance on managing individuals with potential new variants. 
 
Clinicians can also access an individual Q risk assessment tool for Covid. 

http://www.yorlmcltd.co.uk/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/role-of-pcn-lvs-sites-in-phase-2-of-the-covid-19-vaccination-programme/
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/vaccines/covid-19-vaccination-programme
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/ess-vaccination-programme/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/?utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12225526_GP%20ENEWSLETTER%2011032021&utm_content=National%20booking%20service&dm_i=JVX,7A19Y,2K3L7W,TIORI,1
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2021/03/nhs-text-alerts-for-life-saving-covid-jab/?utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12225526_GP%20ENEWSLETTER%2011032021&utm_content=over%2055%20text%20alerts%20for%20covid%20jab&dm_i=JVX,7A19Y,2K3L7W,TIIUI,1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-groups-for-phase-2-of-the-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-programme-advice-from-the-jcvi/jcvi-interim-statement-on-phase-2-of-the-covid-19-vaccination-programme
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/sop-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-programme-unpaid-carers-jcvi-priority-cohort-6/?utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12225526_GP%20ENEWSLETTER%2011032021&utm_content=SOP%20to%20identify%20carers&dm_i=JVX,7A19Y,2K3L7W,TIIUI,1
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/improving-social-care-staff-vaccination-rates-in-care-homes-for-older-people/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/gp-practices/covid-19-toolkit-for-gps-and-gp-practices/qof-quality-and-outcomes-framework?utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12225526_GP%20ENEWSLETTER%2011032021&utm_content=QOF%20guidance&dm_i=JVX,7A19Y,2K3L7W,TIIUG,1
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/update-on-quality-outcomes-framework-changes-for-2021-22/?utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12225526_GP%20ENEWSLETTER%2011032021&utm_content=QOF%20NHSE%2FI%20letter%20and%20guidance&dm_i=JVX,7A19Y,2K3L7W,TIIUI,1
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/967044/the-general-medical-services-statement-of-financial-entitlements-amendment-directions-2021-03Mar21.pdf?utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12225526_GP%20ENEWSLETTER%2011032021&utm_content=Department%20for%20Health%20amended%20QOF%20SFE%202020%2F21&dm_i=JVX,7A19Y,2K3L7W,TIOY7,1
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/2021-22-influenza-season-letter/?utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12225526_GP%20ENEWSLETTER%2011032021&utm_content=flu%20letter%20for%20the%202021%2F22%20programme&dm_i=JVX,7A19Y,2K3L7W,TIIUI,1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-british-sign-language-resources
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/vaccines/covid-19-how-to-communicate-with-different-groups-about-the-vaccine
https://www.arcscientists.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Covid19-Vaccines-FAQ-1_2-logos-1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sars-cov-2-voc-investigating-and-managing-individuals-with-a-possible-or-confirmed-case/guidance-for-investigating-and-managing-individuals-with-a-possible-or-confirmed-sars-cov-2-variant-of-concern
https://digital.nhs.uk/coronavirus/risk-assessment/clinical-tool
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The Covid 19 oximetry advice for care home residents has been introduced by the care provider 
alliance and is a useful guide to provide for care homes may be struggling, and both care homes or 
individual patients may find this YouTube video helpful in how to use a pulse oximeter. 
 
The GMC’s refreshed its good practice in prescribing and managing medicines and devices to reflect 
the total triage model that is currently ongoing in almost all general practice and community care. 
This is particularly helpful in regards to requests for potential drugs of dependency and for clinicians 
with limited access to for patient records, supporting robust prescribing decisions in the 
circumstances. 
 
Following a legal case, no mental health act assessments should be undertaken remotely in any 
circumstances. 
 
The government has refreshed its guidance on migrant health, practices should be aware that 
primary care should not be denied to anyone resident within their practice area, and anyone resident 
of the area for more than 24 hours and less than three months is eligible to register as a temporary 
resident which would then also make them eligible for a Covid vaccination. 
 
CCGs are been tasked with ensuring that the system is addressing any vaccine inequalities that 
currently exist, this particularly applies to certain ethnic minorities and hard to reach groups. 
 
Long Covid has risen in prominence over the last 4 to 6 weeks, including ensuring the correct 
SNOMED codes are being used, in recent NICE/SIGN guidance, supported by the RCGP. Also 
practices need to be aware of the clear guidance for employers from the faculty of occupational 
medicine, and for healthcare professionals dealing with individual patients. 
 
There is a national guide in relation to post Covid syndrome assessment clinics, but this will be 
moderated by local referral agreements and pathways. 
 
The government has announced its roadmap to lifting restrictions, there is still concern amongst the 
BMA that we should be approaching a near elimination of Covid 19 policy prior to implementing this 
relaxation. This suggests we need to be looking at less than a thousand cases per day, and a rolling 
seven day rate of less than 10 per hundred thousand to ensure further lockdowns are avoided. 
 
One issue that is increasingly coming to the fore is the impact of the Covid pandemic on the mental 
health of children; some training in how to support children is available here, which is accessible for 
free but there is a charge should you wish to download certificate. Alternative training is also 
available. 
 
The NHS continues to offer support to its staff, including coaching, YORLMC of course offers 
mentoring and support to all those with clinical or managerial responsibility in general practice and 
well-being resources to all practices on a regular basis. 
 
Much has been happening the world of general practice and primary care that is not Covid related, 
but is equally important and potentially will increase in importance significantly in the next few 
months. I will be hosting monthly Q&A sessions on Zoom, commencing 25 March, 6pm-7pm, to 
provide any GP or other members of the practice team with the opportunity to discuss any issue that 
concerns them. Whilst all the answers may not be immediately available, this is an opportunity to 
understand how the LMC functions and what it does on a day-to-day basis to represent all NHS GPs.  
The sessions will also provide a new way for the LMC to hear what GPs and staff working on the 
frontline consider to be key You can book your place on the 25 March session here.  
 
 

Brian McGregor 
Medical Secretary/COVID Lead, YORLMC Ltd 

https://careprovideralliance.org.uk/coronavirus-oximetry-at-home-guidance-for-care-homes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWlv2V-MJU8
https://www.gmc-uk.org/-/media/documents/prescribing-guidance-before-cie_pdf-85470847.pdf?la=en&hash=EBC2C2FCDD5F7481667629E891F4BFB8A792F59D
https://www.dacbeachcroft.com/en/gb/articles/2021/january/remote-mental-health-act-assessments-to-stop-with-immediate-effect/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-migrant-health-guide
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2021/02/C1158-supporting-ccgs-to-address-vaccine-inequalities.pdf
https://hscic.kahootz.com/connect.ti/COVID19_info_sharing/grouphome
https://hscic.kahootz.com/connect.ti/COVID19_info_sharing/grouphome
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng188/documents/final-scope
https://www.fom.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/longCOVID_guidance_managers_02.pdf
https://www.fom.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/longCOVID_guidance_03_small.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/national-guidance-for-post-covid-syndrome-assessment-clinics/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021?utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12173747_SESSIONAL%20GP%20ENEWSLETTER%20180221%20-%20ENGLAND&utm_content=government%20lockdown%20roadmap&dm_i=JVX,78XBN,2K3L7W,TG1YA,1
https://www.bma.org.uk/media/3825/bma-taking-a-cautious-approach-to-easing-restrictions-feb-2021.pdf?utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12173747_SESSIONAL%20GP%20ENEWSLETTER%20180221%20-%20ENGLAND&utm_content=BMA%20lockdown%20paper&dm_i=JVX,78XBN,2K3L7W,TDNG3,1
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/psychological-first-aid-for-children-and-young-people
https://www.nhsemployers.org/news/2021/02/psychological-first-aid-training-for-staff-supporting-children-and-young-people-affected-by-covid-19?utm_campaign=281694_NHS%20Workforce%20Bulletin%2019%20Feb%202021&utm_medium=email&utm_source=NHS%20Confederation&dm_i=6OI9,61CU,2CKGUT,P6ZM,1
https://www.england.nhs.uk/supporting-our-nhs-people/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/supporting-our-nhs-people/wellbeing-support-options/looking-after-you-too/
https://www.gpmplus.co.uk/
https://www.yorlmcltd.co.uk/wellbeing
https://www.yorlmcltd.co.uk/events/12044

